
Matthew 

Intro – Chapter 1 

The Precision of God thru a broken chaotic line 
 

 

 
My Sunday time not at church with baseball folks…Kingdom push 

 

Note – when the Gospels were written, they were never intended for either the religious or intellectual elite 

They were written in a very common language for common folks 

They were written for you and I 

 

The 4 Gospels provide 4 views of Jesus’ life 

Matthew and John were both written by 2 of His disciples 

It appears to most that Luke has a Gentile audience in mind, while Matthew, or Mattitjahu Jews 

Matthew is also known as one of the 3 synoptic Gospels, meaning “same viewpoint” 

 

Most believe this Gospel was the first actually written 

Matthew, the writer of this Gospel, also called Levi, son of Alphaeus, was a publican (tax-gatherer) under the Romans. 

See the Matt. 9:9 

Luke says “he left all.” Had Matthew said this, it would have been a commendation of himself utterly unlike the 

evangelists. 

No men were ever further from “praising themselves” than they were 

 

Some say that the Gospel by Matthew was written while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome. This was about 63 

A.D., about the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

There is very clear evidence in the Gospel that it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem. The destruction of the 

Holy City is clearly and minutely foretold, but there is not the slightest intimation in it that these predictions had been 

accomplished 

 

How many of you know your family lineage? Why? Is it important to you? 

 

Lately Linda and I have been watching histories of the early church and Rome 

Really provides me personally with a deep sense of my spiritual heritage 

Just as important on the genealogical side 

 

• Matt. 1:1 

What strikes you about this verse? 

Average person that decides to read their Bible and starts here might scratch their heads 

BUT any 1
st
 Century family Jew reading this would be extremely compelled 

Most Jews making a strong genealogical point would trace their heritage back to Abraham 

But wow what a select point to trace Jesus back to King David 

Why is this significant? 

Abraham = Gen. 13:15, Gen. 22, Gal. 3:6 

 

• Matt. 1:2-16 

Isaac = Gen. 17:19 

Jacob = Gen. 28:14 

Judah = Gen. 49:10 

David = II Sam. 7:12-13, Jer. 23:5 

What is significant about Jesus’ lineage being traced after the Babylonian captivity? 

Israel had not had a functioning monarchy 

This was the time when all looked to be lost forever 

And in the 200 years before Jesus’ birth Israel’s Kings and Queens were not from David’s family 

Herod the Great had no royal blood himself and in fact wasn’t even fully Jewish but simply an Roman opportunist 



To even LIST THESE names, from Abraham, THRU King David, THRU the Babylonian captivity was making a strong 

POLITICAL statement 

You wouldn’t want Herod’s spies to hear this 

 

Also amazing there are women in these lists 

The first 4 are actually Gentile women 

 

• Matt. 1:17 

What do you see in this? 

To drive the point home that Jesus isn’t just one member of some ongoing huge family 

HE IS THE POINT…He is the goal of the whole list 

Think about that…the GOAL of Abraham, the GOAL of Isaac, of Jacob, the GOAL of King David 

3 groups of 14…or 6 groups of 7 

7 is the number of perfection 

Jesus is the beginning of the 7
th

 7 

 

Also cool some of the weird names in this list: 

Judah sleeping with his daughter in law because he thinks she is a prostitute 

Boaz, the son of the Jericho prostitute Rahab 

And David himself committing adultery with Bathsheba, later marrying her and having Solomon 

Look what God worked thru to delivery His own Son 

 

What we are reading is the fulfillment of 2 millennia 

2 millennia of God keeping His promises DESPITE man 

 

• Matt. 1:18-25 

 

Interesting, in Luke we see the birth more thru Mary’s eyes 

But not here, it is thru Josephs’…cool, really gives you a different perspective 

This is really quite a nutty, unbelievable story 

Matthew, a Jew, and one in a position of authority with Rome, really steps out on a limb here 

To me it gives this credibility 

In John, there are rumors that something is really off here – chapter 7 saying He was simply from Galilee 

Matthew, like Luke might be trying to squash these rumors 

 

Also, in verse 18, in the Mishna it was more serious a sin to commit adultery during engagement was even more serious 

than after you were married 

There were 4 types of death penalties and in order of seriousness: stoning, burning, beheading, and strangling 

This engagement offense carried the same punishment as sleeping with your mother = stoning 

 

Some also say Matthew made this up to fulfill Is. 7:13-14 

But no one interpreted this passage like this in Isaiah before Matthew 

 

Cool, Jesus, really Yeshua, in Hebrew is Joshua…Jesus will now literally bring His people to the promised land…of the 

Kingdom of Heaven 

 

Vs. 21 – Hebrew word for “he will save” = Yoshia, same Hebrew root as Yeshua 

Jewish anti-Christians called Jesus Yeshu, 4 letter acronym for = “may his name & memory be blotted out” 

In Exodus they were told to not even speak the name of the idols. Hence Jesus’ derogatory acronym name 

Vs. 22 – there have been 50 messianic pretenders in the last 2000 years, only Yeshua has fulfilled 

 


